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May 28, 2020 

 

Dear UES Families: 

 

We are pleased to announce the UES Read it Forward program for the 2020-2021 school year! The UES 

Read it Forward program is designed to support character education and bring our school community 

together around one book. Our selection for the next school year is Shine, by J.J. and Chris Grabenstein. 

 

The themes from Shine will serve as the cornerstone for discussions and lesson activities within our school 

days, will be referenced throughout the school year, and will provide positive conversation topics for 

children and their families. Our goal is for all participants to take the lessons learned from the book forward 

with them, hence the name of our program, Read It Forward. 

 

The book is available in hardcover from various retailers.  You may purchase the book through the MTPS 

Genesis Parent Payment Portal (Parent Payment Portal) for $12 plus a small service fee.  Go to the Parent 

Payment Portal and click on UES Read It Forward Book 2020-21.  Books ordered through the Parent 

Payment Portal will be available for pick-up at the Moorestown Barnes and Noble Store.  You will be 

notified via email when the books are ready for pick-up.  We discourage electronic copies as students are not 

permitted to bring electronic devices to school.  The deadline for ordering through the Parent Payment Portal 

is June 18, 2020. 

 

Our rising 5th and 6th grade students should read the book before the start of school. Our rising 4th grade 

students may read the book over the summer and will also read the book along with their classroom teachers 

during the first marking period. While there will be no assessment on the book, we do want every student to 

read the book to be able to fully engage in the activities and lessons. 

 

More information regarding Read It Forward activities will be provided in September. We hope you will 

share our enthusiasm for Read It Forward and join our Undeniably Excellent Staff and Students by reading 

and sharing Shine with your child. 

 

Best Regards, 

UES Administration  
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What does it mean to shine? Do you have to dazzle at sports? Have a singing 
voice that radiates? Or can your light come from other sources? Shine by 
Chris and J.J. Grabenstein answers this last question with a resounding 
“Yes!” through humor, honesty, and a little astronomy along the way, too. 
Piper fears she will feel hopelessly out of place at the prestigious Chumley 
Prep, but quickly finds a group of quirky yet solid friends. When a new 
contest is announced, Piper finds that blending in isn’t always destined to be 
her path. Everyone has different gifts and talents, and this book beautifully 
illustrates that above all, the talent of being kind will make one shine the 
brightest of all.  
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